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‘Pink Floyd soul’
stirs good vibes
Mark Vanilau, at the Theatre
Royal. Reviewed by Julie
Marshall-Tideman.

REVIEW

Mark Vanilau is not a well-known
name in New Zealand yet, but he
deserves to be. With newly
cropped hair and varying between
piano and electric guitar, Vanilau
showed his brilliance with his
songwriting and distinctive voice
at last night’s show.

He describes his live show as
‘‘Pink Floyd soul music’’ and the
opening number of the first set
was certainly reminiscent of The
Great Gig in the Sky from Dark
Side of the Moon. However the
electronic effects were not my cup
of tea and I was more comfortable
with his contemporary rendering
of Marvin Gaye’s Heard It
Through the Grapevine.

A couple of Vanilau’s original
numbers followed and in particu-
lar his clean, nicely balanced
Round My Way, written about a
friend, was when his true artistic
ability emerged with strong vocal
content that gave his smooth,
honeyed voice full use. Then, just
when you were settling in for
more Vanilau, the programme
changed and Roslen Langton took

centre stage accompanied by
Darren Pickering on piano, and
wowed us with a powerful cover of
Chaka Khan’s Love Me Still.

Vanilau and his six-piece band
interspersed original songs with
covers from Louis Armstrong, U2
and an Al Green song which, led
by bass player and vocalist Nor-
man Vaele, had the audience clap-
ping and dancing in the aisles.

Many of the songs were inter-
laced with traditional jazz chords
which incorporate a lot of minor
and major sevens and flat chords.

Some numbers were at times
quite busy but the tempo was good
and it was obvious Vanilau and
the band were enjoying
performing together, communicat-
ing effortlessly with each other
and keeping the evening laidback.

Bob Marley’s Redemption Song
was a standout performance,
showing great feeling and under-
standing and the harmony of
Vanilau, Roz and Vaele with
Marvin Gaye’s Sexual Healing ac-
companied by Seta Timo on bass
was a delight.

Christchurch born, Samoan
bred Vanilau, is not a facsimile of
another performer. He may be
contemporary soul Pacific or
maybe you prefer to call it soul/
roots; I’d call him original, tal-
ented and a real experience.

Naturists find freedom at Nelson club
Anna Pearson
annap@nelsonmail.co.nz

Freedom of naturism: The Nelson Sun Club is having its annual open day tomorrow. Jenny Conlon, right, and
Margaret, who only wanted to be identified by her first name, are in the club’s kitchen. Photo: ANNA PEARSON

Three years ago, Jenny Conlon
decided she wanted a new way of
life.

She wanted a change – a new
beginning – and she wanted to be
free.

The former nurse aide found
what she was looking for at the
Nelson Sun Club, a naturist club
in Upper Moutere.

The club is having its open day
tomorrow and Mrs Conlon said it
was at such a day three years ago
that she and her husband decided
the naturist movement was for
them.

They now live at the club during
summer and Mrs Conlon feels,
well . . . free.

‘‘You bare all and you have to
have confidence to do that,’’ she
said.

Naturists from all over the
world – particularly Holland and
Britain – come to the club and Mrs
Conlon knows why: ‘‘When you
drive in the entrance, it’s just a
total ‘wow’ feeling and the
grounds always look nice.’’

Hub, a founding member who
also lives there and would only be
identified by his first name, said
the place was paradise ‘‘without

the fig leaves’’. He started the
naturist movement in Nelson in
1969 after moving to New Zealand
from Holland.

The club used to rent 120
hectares in Belgrove for $10 a
year, ‘‘but there was nothing there
apart from sand flies and wasps’’ –
so Hub and his wife took out a
mortgage and bought land in Up-
per Moutere.

They loaned it to the club and a
decade later, it was paid off.

There are now 75 members who
pay $140 a year and the grounds
feature a nine-hole golf course, a
pool – no togs allowed – and a spa.

Peter and Margaret, from Na-
pier, who have been part of the
naturist movement since 1966 and
would also only be identified by
their first names, were visiting the
club this week with their 11-year-
old granddaughter.

The pair said they first visited
in the 1970s and were impressed
with how the club had developed
since then.

‘‘The grounds are beautiful. It’s
a lovely place.’’

Margaret said she enjoyed the
freedom of naturism.

‘‘It’s a very stressful world that
we live in and this is one way of
getting away from it all.’’

Mrs Conlon said those who
thought naturism was ‘‘obscene’’,

did not understand the concept.
‘‘Some people can’t accept it and

think it’s wrong or that you must
be strange, but it’s not like that at
all.

‘‘I feel very comfortable here.

It’s very safe – we look after each
other and nothing untoward goes
on.’’

Hub said the club tried to keep a
balance between the sexes, ‘‘other-
wise we will end up with a single

man’s club – and they don’t bring
any cookies for afternoon tea’’.

The public is welcome to visit
the club tomorrow from 11am to
4pm, clothes are optional. Anyone
who joins will get a free uniform.

NZ pilots
could go
to Aussie
to train

‘‘There is a hole and the
hole could be filled in a
variety of ways.’’
Wayne Mapp
Defence minister

Kiwi pilots will probably go to
Australia for fast-jet training as
the Government rushes to fill a
10-year hole in the airforce left by
the scrapped Aermacchis.

Defence Minister Wayne Mapp
this week confirmed the 17
Aermacchi jets could not be
returned to service.

He said New Zealand had
missed out on tens of million of
dollars as a result and years of
pilot training.

Along with an additional 17
moth-balled Skyhawks, the
decision to permanently decom-
mission the jets meant the airforce
faced a future with ‘‘a clear gap’’
in its resources.

Pilots required to fly Hercules
and Orion aircraft in operation
theatres could only train in much
smaller Beech and CT-4E Air-
trainer planes.

‘‘There is a hole and the hole
could be filled in a variety of
ways,’’ Dr Mapp told Fairfax.

‘‘We could do [an aircraft] lease
deal, we could do a [training] deal
with Australia, which obviously
has some attractions, and we’re
looking at those options right
now.’’

The Australian airforce fleet
includes F-18 and F-111 jets.

Dr Mapp said officials were
working on a plan for Kiwi pilots
to get training time in the Aust-
ralian jets.

Cabinet had supported the bid,
but there could also be leases
taken out on new training aircraft.

‘‘I think you are probably
talking about a two-stage
approach,’’ Dr Mapp said.

‘‘Now that we know that we
have this as an issue, the ability to
train our pilots needs to be
resolved.’’

Sending pilots to train in
Australia was an ‘‘obvious option’’
because it could further improve
Anzac ties.

Dr Mapp admitted that getting
much money out of a sale of the
moth-balled Aermacchis would be

‘‘pretty hard’’. They could not be
restored to use because the
engines were unreliable and were
no longer being serviced by the
supplier.

The Skyhawks were bought in
1966 and 1972 and the Aermacchis
in 1989.

Both the Aermacchis and the
Skyhawks were taken out of full
use in 2001.

The former Labour government
in 2005 said it had secured the sale
of both fleets to the American com-
pany Tactical Air Services (TAS)
for $155m, but the deal was never
concluded.

Dr Mapp said he thought the
Aermacchis should have been in
use over the past 10 years, or they
could have been sold apart from
the Skyhawks.

‘‘We did have an aircraft that
was capable of doing a useful job
in terms of training that essen-
tially just sat around.’’

Aviation analyst Peter Clark
said the drawn-out sale attempt
was ‘‘ill-conceived and rushed’’.

‘‘It’s a disgrace that we’re now
paying the price for those two
fleets of aircraft,’’ Mr Clark said.

He believed each fleet had gone
on the market for $175m in the
early 2000s, but would now return
little if any change.

Because of the gap in resources,
pilots were not getting enough
training in situation awareness,
altitude, pressurisation and speed,
he said.

‘‘The defence and airforce has
realised that they need a better
training aircraft. That needs to
move forward very quickly,’’ Mr
Clark said.

Lotto winner will not tell family of $1m prize
What would you do? A Christ-
church man knows what he will
not do – tell family members he is
a Lotto millionaire.

‘‘If nobody knows that you have
won, then your choices are infi-
nite. The only people that know
are you, the Lotteries Com-
mission and my wife,’’ he said.

The man, who is over 60, is a
consultant and bought the win-
ning ticket on New Year’s Eve
from the Countdown supermar-
ket in Riccarton.

The $1 million appeared in his
bank account yesterday.

‘‘It was an intense feeling of
feeling comfortable,’’ he said.

‘‘I just thought, ‘If I manage this
right, I don’t need to worry about
anything ever again’. It is a lot of
money, but not enough that you
can’t lose it quickly.’’

The winning ticket was left
folded in his wallet for more than
a week before he had it scanned
on his way to buy groceries.

He said he filled out the paper-
work to claim his prize while his
wife was shopping.

‘‘Normally I get my tickets
checked when we go in and get
the groceries, so my wife was left
wondering where I was for a
while,’’ he said.

‘‘When I found her I told her I

had been tied up with the Lotto
people and we had just won $1m.
She just said, ‘Get out of here’.’’

The man said he was
‘‘dumbstruck’’ when he heard he
had a winning ticket.

‘‘It was totally unexpected and I
thought this isn’t really
happening to me.’’

He said he had been buying lot-
tery tickets for more than 40
years.

The couple decided against tell-
ing their family about the win
and aim to put the money into
long-term investments.

Financial adviser Jacob Wolt,
of Bradley Nuttall, said most

Lotto winners usually told their
families, but ‘‘free’’ money would
always bring complications.

‘‘I can fully understand why he
is not telling them. People view
you differently when you win
money, and there may be an obli-
gation that you are expected to
help them,’’ Mr Wolt said.

Bicycle power for Africa
Geoff Collett
geoffc@nelsonmail.co.nz

Off again: Continental drifter Hap Cameron, who is planning to embark on the last stage of his world travels,
by bike around Africa. Photo: MARION VAN DIJK

Hap Cameron has made a point of
approaching his travels a bit
differently from the average tour-
ist, as he has toiled, scrounged and
chanced his way around the globe
with a goal of working on every
continent before he’s 30. Now, as
the final continent nears, he’s de-
cided it’s time to repay the world.

Mr Cameron, who hails from
Richmond, has worked in up-
wards of 20 jobs – as varied as a
toilet attendant in Canada and a
dive master in Paraguay – in 25
different countries on six of the
seven continents since 2003.

The last was a stint in
Antarctica last summer, working
as a waiter on a cruise ship.

Since then he has been living in
Australia preparing for the final
frontier of Africa.

His plan for that trip centres on
a charitable project to give old
donated bikes from Western
countries a new lease of life in
poor African communities.

He has linked up with a
Melbourne-based Kiwi who runs a
Bicycles for Humanity chapter in
that city and who is filling a ship-
ping container with old bicycles to
be shipped to Southern Africa.

Mr Cameron, his American
girlfriend, Mandy Todd, and an-
other New Zealander he met in his
travels, Richard Sidey, will mean-
while make their own way to
Africa to greet the container.

They will hook up with the
Namibian-based Bicycle Em-
powerment Network to help re-
condition the bikes for their new
owners (in either Namibia or
Zambia), train people there as bike
mechanics, and convert the con-
tainer into a permanent bicycle re-
pair shop for a village.

And they’ll do some cycling of
their own – perhaps 5000
kilometres of it, depending on how
the time goes, starting from South
Africa and heading north to wher-
ever the donated bikes end up.

To cap off the trip, Mr Sidey, an
award-winning short-film maker,
will make a documentary about
the journey.

Mr Cameron is back in Rich-
mond for a couple of weeks,
visiting his parents, Geoff and
Lynn, and taking the opportunity
to raise the profile of his next ad-
venture among his local
supporters.

He says that he wants to do
something that helps repay the
kindness he has experienced be-
fore now.

‘‘Over the last seven or eight
years, I’ve done a lot of turning up
on people’s couches . . . this is my
way of giving back, if you like.’’

The idea of donating unwanted
bikes to African communities
appeals to him. It gives a new
transport option to poverty-
stricken villagers and aid

workers, who otherwise have to
walk. Plus he wants to do some-
thing that will be kind to the pla-
net by limiting carbon emissions.

While it will be his most am-
bitious challenge, he is undaunted,
pointing out that he and his com-
panions are all seasoned
travellers. He is less certain about
the suggestion of getting in some
training for the cycling leg of the

trip – ‘‘if I do start training before-
hand, I might change my mind’’,
he jokes.

The trio will set off for Africa in
June, ensuring Mr Cameron beats
the deadline of his 30th birthday,
in November, by a comfortable
margin.

He is fundraising to pay for the
cost of buying the container and
its transport from Australia to

Africa – a total of about $12,000, of
which he has so far covered about
$8000 through donations and the
support of friends.

The three travellers are also
hoping to find sponsors to help
meet their own costs of the trip.
❚ Find full details of Hap Cameron’s
travels, plus how to donate and to
keep track of his progress, at his
website, hapworkingtheworld.com.

No-jury
decision
faces
appeal
A decision to try the ‘‘Urewera 18’’
by judge alone instead of a jury is
being appealed against and the
trial could yet take place in Roto-
rua or Wellington.

The judge-alone decision, made
by Chief High Court Justice Helen
Winkelmann, can be revealed
after a suppression order was
lifted at the request of the Crown.

The Urewera 18, who include
Tuhoe activist Tame Iti, were ar-
rested in multiple raids across the
country in October 2007.

The solicitor-general ruled out
charges under the Terrorism Sup-
pression Act and the group now
faces mainly arms charges.

Justice Winkelmann ruled on
December 9 that the complex trial
would be heard by a judge rather
than a jury and that three of the
defendants – Maraki Teepa,
Tekaumarua Wharepouri and
Raunatiri Hunt – would be tried
separately.

She suppressed her decision in
an attempt to not contaminate a
potential jury pool for the trio but
the Crown has since argued that it
was in the public interest for the
decision to be made public.

Prosecutor Ross Burns said the
judge-alone decision was being ap-
pealed and this was confirmed by
defence barrister Rodney Harri-
son, QC.

Mr Burns said applications had
been made to transfer the trial to
Rotorua and Wellington, though a
final decision had not been made.

Mr Burns said the location de-
cision would be affected by
whether it ended up being a jury
trial or not as the idea behind
moving the trial to Rotorua was so
that it could be heard by a jury of
people local to the area.

This would not be a concern if
the case was heard by a judge.

It can now also be revealed that
the suppression orders were
violated on the internet the day
after the judgment was released

The website Kiwisfirst.co.nz,
whose editor Vince Siemer has in
the past been jailed for contempt
of court, published the result of
the decision on December 10, as
did the websites Indymedia and
the National Business Review.

The National Business Review
took down the material but Siemer
left it on his website and also
published a letter from the Crown
Law Office informing him he
would be prosecuted for contempt
of court. The letter said a jail term
would be sought.

Mr Burns said the various
applications would probably not
delay the trial, scheduled for 12
weeks starting on May 31.


