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When Niall Young thought of different ways he 
could spend his first year after school, another 
six months in one wasn’t exactly on the agenda. 
But an inspirational talk from Waimea College 
alumni Mark “Hap” Cameron, who has worked 
in every continent, motivated the 18 year-old 
school leaver into volunteering at an indigenous 
school in Australia.
Niall will head Berrimah on the outskirts of 
Darwin in the Northern Territory in July for six 
months and is working his butt off in time to 
raise the $5500 needed to cover his leaving costs 
for half of the year.
Niall was accepted by a voluntary organistion 
called Lattitude. He will work as a teacher’s 
assistant at Kormilda College as well as in the 
boarding houses.
Niall is intending to study at Otago University 
in 2013, but wanted a break from studying for 
at least one year. “First of all I wanted to go to 
South Africa but it was too expensive so went 
for the easy option across the ditch,” he says. 
“Hap Cameron was a big inspiration of mine. 
He came into school and I thought that’s the 
kind of thing I’d like to do.”
Niall is a promising young footballer and hopes to use 
his talents over their as coach of the school team. “I’ll 
try to get involved with the school or with a club in 
Australia if I can, possibly.”
Having done some research about the school, Niall says 
it caters for primary school students right through to 
secondary school. There are 350 indigenous students 
and classes are mixed gender as well as mixed age 
groups.”
An Australian and a Briton will be joining Niall at Ko-
rmilda through the six months. “It should be good; I’m 
really looking forward to it. [I’m a bit nervous] about 

getting there and just the different environment be-
cause it’s going to be way different to what it is here.”
Most of the students in the school come from remote 
villages and English is their second language.
Niall, though, is still unsure of what he will study in 
2013, which made taking a year off a wise option. “I 
didn’t just want to sit in Nelson. I want to get out and 
enjoy myself and this was the top option.”
Niall is looking for sponsorship to help ease the funds 
of his trip. He is currently working at Rob Roy’s in 
Richmond to save up the majority of the costs. If you 
are interested in sponsoring Niall you can contact him 
at niallyoung26@hotmail.com.

Sophia O’Brien May, 7, and Mia Womersley, 5, get in the 
groove as the Woollaston Jazz and Blues Festival hit Wash-
bourne Gardens on Saturday night. Hundreds of people 
packed into the gardens to celebrate some of the country’s 
finest jazz musicians. Photo: Phillip Rollo.

School leaver volunteers to teach in Darwin

ACCEPTED: Waimea College leaver Niall Young is head-
ing over to volunteer in an indigenous school in Australia. 
Photo: Phillip Rollo.
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